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1. (canceled) 

2. (currently amended) Vhe mouthpiece of claim 23, wherein the thickness of said disk is 
l ess tnan or substantially equal to OS IX) mm. 

3. (original) The mouthpiece of claim 2, wherein the thickness of said disk is less than or 
substantially equal to 015 mm. 

4. (previously amended) The mouthpiece of claim 23, wherein said disk is comprised of a 
material that naturally adheres to the interior of the user's lips and cheeks. 

5 . (original) The mouthpiece of claim 4, wherein said disk is comprised of silicone. 

6. (original) The mouthpiec^ of claim 4, further comprising a bite block configured to 
position the user's lower jaw in a position that maintains an open airway. 

7. (original) The mouthpiece of claim 6, wherein said bite block comprises: 

an arm extending substantially perpendicular to an interior surface of said disk; and 
a flange extending substantially perpendicular to said arm. 
8 (original) The mouthpiece of claim 7, wherein the width of said arm and the width of 
said flange are less than or substantially equal to 15 mm. 

9. (original) The mouthpiece of claim 8, wherein said flange extends downward from said 

\ 

arm. 

10. (original) The mouthpiece of claim 4. further comprising a one-way valve in said disk 
configured to allow air to pass through said disk from an exterior of said disk to an 
interior of said disk. 
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\ 1 . (original) The mouthpiece 'of claim 6, further comprising a one-way valve in said disk 
jj I configured to allow air to pjass through said disk from an exterior of said disk to an 

(y$fv~^ interior of said disk. | 

12. (original) A mouthpiece f6r preventing air leakage, comprising: 
a flexible disk configured tp fit between a user's teeth and lips; and 

a bite block extending from an interior surface of said disk, wherein said bite block 
comprises: 

an arm extending substantially perpendicular to the interior surface of said disk; and 
a flange extending substantially perpendicular to said arm, wherein the width of said arm 
and the width of said^flange are less than or substantially equal to 15 nun. 

13. (original) The mouthpiece of claim 12, wherein the thickness of said disk is less than or 
substantially equal to 1.5 mm.\ 

14. (original) The mouthpiece of claim 12, wherein said disk is comprised of a material that 
naturally adheres to the interior of the user's lips and cheeks. 

1 5. (original) The mouthpiece of claim 12, further comprising a one-way valve in said disk 
configured to allow air to pass through said disk from an exterior of said disk to an 
interior of said disk. \ 

16. (original) A mouthpiece for preventing air leakage, comprising: 

a flexible disk configured to fit between a user's teeth and lips, wherein said disk is 

comprised of a material that naturally adheres to the interior of the user's lips and 
cheeks; and 

a one-way valve in said disk configured fallow air to pass through said disk from an 

\ 

exterior of said disk to an interior of^said disk. 

PAGE4/9* RCVD AT 1112512003 10:30:10 AM [Eastern Standard Time] ■ SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 ^ DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:+* DURATION (mm-ss):02-56 



Nov-25-03 09:28am Frora-STINSON MORRISON HECKER + T-1B6 P. 05/09 F-359 



in 

■4* 

6 



w Serial No.: 10/034,782 
Docket No.: 580755-0003 

I 

t 

17. (currently amended) ' A method for preventing air leakage daring nasal continuous 
positive airflow pressure treatment comprising: 

applying a mask to cover the user's nose, wherein said mask is affixed to an air source; 
and 

(jt^ inserting at teast. a ij ortion of a mouthpiece into the user's mouth, wherein said portionpf 

said mouthpiece inserted within ftg mouth is configured to prevent air from 
leaking outiof the user's mouth, 

1 8. (original) The method for preventing air leakage as claimed in claim 17, wherein said 
mouthpiece adherens to the interior of the user's lips. 

19. (original) The method for preventing air leakage as claimed in claim 17, wherein said 
mouthpiece comprises a bite block affixed to an interior surface of said mouthpiece, 
wherein said bite b ! lock is configured to position the user's lower jaw in a position that 
maintains an open 'airway. 

20. (previously amended) The method for preventing air leakage as claimed in claim 1 9, 
wherein said bite block comprises: 

an arm extending substantially perpendicular to the interior surface of said mouthpiece; 
and 

a flange extending substantially perpendicular to said arm, wherein the width of said arm 
and the width of said flange are less than or substantially equal to 1 5 mm. 

21. (original) The method as claimed in claim 19, wherein said mouthpiece further 
comprises a one-way^valve configured to allow air to pass through said mouthpiece from 

an exterior of said mouthpiece to the interior of the user's mouth. 

\ 
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22. (original) The method as claimed in claim 17, wherein said mouthpiece further 
comprises a one-way valve configured to allow air to pass through said mouthpiece from 
an exterior of said mouthpiece to the interior of the user's mouth. 

23. (previously added): A mouthpiece for preventing air leakage, comprising: 

a flexible disk configured/to fit between a user's teeth and lips, and to adhere to the 

interior of the user's lips, cheeks or a combination thereof to seal the user's mouth, 
wherein the thickness of said disk is less than or substantially equal to 1 .5 mm. 
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